


All human plans are 

subject to ruthless 

revision by Nature … 
 

― Arthur C. Clarke 
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Flood of 1948 



Fraser Valley near Chilliwack 

CATASTROPHE 



… Creativity’s Moment.  
 

CATASTROPHE 



Tom McDonald 
President,                                                      

B.C. Conservative Party 



Lower Mainland  

Regional Planning Board 
Established June 21, 1949 



Jim Wilson 
Executive Director,                                     

Lower Mainland Regional Planning Board 



“A Pattern for Tomorrow:  
“A Vision for Metro Vancouver                                                      

for the futuristic date of 1990.”  

1952 



“Land to be kept for agriculture 

where possible” 



1952 

“Cities in a Sea of Green” 
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“Cities in a Sea of Green” 

1962 



Sustainable 

economy 



Metro Vision  
Compact, Complete, Connected, Sustainable 





Growth 

Concentration  

Area 

Richmond –  

Vancouver 

Expo Line 

WCE 
SeaBus 

New West –  

Coquitlam 

Millennium 

Line 

Broadway –  

L’heed Mall 

Livable Region Strategic Plan: 

Rapid Transit Concept in 2006 



 

So … how’s it’s working out? 



“The first great modern city in North America” 

                                       - Jeff Tumlin       

Pixelcase 



Constraints                               

catalysed creativity: 

• How we lived. 
• How we moved. 

 



A half century of                          

urban innovation. 
 

False Creek 
 



Vancouverism 



How We Move 



Chinatown 

Freeway 



City of Vancouver 1997 Plan  



• No increase in road capacity 

• Accommodate growth 

through walking, cycling, and 

transit 

• Support regional TDM 

measures 

• Maintain good truck access 

• Support neighbourhood 

traffic calming 

• Provide services & jobs close 

to home 

Key Elements of 1997 Plan 
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Key Elements of 1997 Plan 



Central Vancouver Screenline 



1960 

1976 

2010 

Traffic into Downtown Vancouver 



Traffic volumes in and out of 

Downtown Vancouver today 

are about the same as   

1965 



Revaluing Parking 

http://pricetags.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/parkade-21.jpg


“Urban Pasture” parkette  



Bute Street       

minipark at Haro 

Traffic calming / Road diets 



Robson Street 



Dunsmuir Street separated bike lane 

Cycle Tracks 



Transit City 

Walking 

City 



Transit and Density/Growth Population & Employment Density around Rapid Transit Stations 



SkyTrain              

Rapid Transit 
 





Canada Line 



NEWPORT VILLAGE 
Port Moody 



Motordom 

Transit City 

Walking 

City 



Gateway Project  

Highway Expansions 



Gateway Project               
Port Mann Bridge 





Gateway Project 
South Fraser               

Perimeter Road 

UBC scientists: Sea level expected to rise in Delta by 1.2 

meters by 2010. 

Delta, B.C. 



All human plans are 

subject to ruthless 

revision by Nature … 
 

― Arthur C. Clarke 

The amount of                
sea-level rise in 

False Creek in 100 
years if climate 

change continues 
at current rates. 



“ 



In preparing for battle,         
I have always found that 

plans are useless 

Dwight Eisenhower: 

But planning is 
indispensable. 



pricetags.wordpress.com 

 

Price Tags 




